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FATHER ALBERT SAMINEDI — ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.52 pm]: Last month I attended events to mark the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the ordination of Father Albert Saminedi, or Father Sam, as he is better known. Father Sam has been the parish 
priest at Our Lady of Mercy in Girrawheen for the past seven years. It is a testament to the high esteem in which 
Father Sam is held that there was standing room only at mass and the later dinner dance at Herb Graham Recreation 
Centre was also extremely well attended. The mass was concelebrated with a number of Father Sam’s colleagues 
and the homily was given by the lively Father Bona from Ellenbrook. The South Sudanese choir and Mercy 
College students’ performances made the mass even more memorable. Visitors came from far and wide, including 
Father Sam’s brother, Father Julian, from Germany, his sister Fatima, from Sydney, and nieces from Norway. 

A Salesian born in Chennai, Father Sam’s vocation led to work in India and then in Africa for 21 years, in Tanzania, 
Kenya, Egypt and the diocese of Wau, South Sudan, where he was the development coordinator for health and 
education for 11 years. From that work in South Sudan, Father Sam has a great affection for its people and he 
continues that contact with his South Sudanese and African friends in his role as migrant chaplain to Africans at 
St Josephine Bakhita in Westminster. Father Sam’s lifelong commitment to education continues with his pastoral 
duties at Our Lady of Mercy Primary School and Mercy College. He has made a great impact on the Girrawheen 
community. He has touched many lives. I thank Father Sam for his tireless endeavours always undertaken with 
his characteristic good humour, kindness and humility. 
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